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Every year that comes and goes I tell myself that I will issue the final newsletter BEFORE the 
holiday’s, and every year I seem to underestimate the amount of time and involvement it will 
take to prepare for the holiday season.  This year I am down to just five kids at home as the 
oldest decided a few months ago that at the age of 18 he knew how to take care of himself.  In 
an effort to take advantage of the newfound time in my schedule (not really) I decided to have 
minor surgery on the 21st of December.  I thought while I was recovering that would be the 
perfect time to work on the newsletter.   While I am not sure who’s idea it was that this was to be 
called MINOR surgery it never seems to work out that way for me.  I am still trying to recuperate 
and finally feel close to normal, but it has been almost two weeks. 
 
A reflection back on the year 2006 allows us time to examine our successes and look at those 
items that we wish had turned out better.  The ATTS has not grown as much as I had hoped but 
we continue to attract new members.  The election was a great success and it shows that we 
have a strong membership who is looking toward the future with their votes of confidence in our 
board.  You will find the election results later in the newsletter.  Another year passing also brings 
to mind those who we have lost both personally and nationally.  I received notification shortly 
after the last newsletter that Murray W. Jackson (R-560) had passed.  He had been a member 
for the last five years and I had occasion to talk with him several times.  These voids are always 
hard to smooth over and I wish his family all the best as the year 2007 unfolds. 
 
Carl Cochrane has been a member of the ATTS for many years and has served as the 
Secretary and Treasurer for the last nine years.  He continued on in his duties through the 
previous election and helped to smooth out the transition that could have been a very rocky one.  
Carl is an amazing individual that I had the distinct pleasure of meeting at the national meeting 
in 2005 here in Kansas City.  He is a self-professed numbers man who does not have the desire 
to write articles, so he contributed to the society in a way he knew how.  His contributions have 
helped to keep our ship sailing steady fro many years.  I wish him all the best in the future as a 
“regular” member as I rest easy knowing that his hand-off of the duties to Jim Calvert will be 
handled with the utmost professionalism.  Also please join me in congratulating Carl and his 
wife on becoming great-grandparents on October 8, 2006 to a 7lb, 7oz boy. 
 
Jerry Schimmel has been a part of the ATTS since its inception.  I can’t begin to thank him for 
all of his kind letters and donations to the society.  He has given the library dozens of volumes 
of material; some of this material is priceless to the history of the ATTS.  His donations of tokens 
for the members is still being enjoyed to this day as laid out in the Advertisements section of this 
newsletter.  I can scarcely pick up a trade paper without reading his name for continued 
contributions to the hobby.  It saddens me to see him leave the board of the ATTS but it makes 
me happy to know that whenever the hobby has needed him he has been there for us.  Thank 
you again Jerry as we look forward to many more years of your wisdom. 
 
Tim Davenport joined the ATTS as a young man looking for a place to make a meaningful 
contribution.  He reminds me a lot of myself and I think I can most closely relate to him and his 
hobby contributions.  His desire to make the ATTS flourish and his ability to work with and 
establish relationships with the more experienced members has been an inspiration to many 
members including myself.  His contributions in helping to compile and organize the information 
contained in “United States Sales Tax Tokens and Stamps: A History and Catalog” can never 
be underestimated.  I know that Tim has his irons in many other fires as well.  Thanks to Tim for 
stepping back up to the ATTS plate when we needed him. 
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I want to thank all of those who sent in their ballots for the election.  I am very happy that I can 
continue to be your editor.  I am happy for the many votes of confidence and hope to continue 
for many more years to come.  Even though running unopposed does not make it too hard to 
remain in office, I am glad to know that you have confidence that your newsletters are what you 
hope they should be.  Again please let me know if you want to see particular articles 
republished or subjects carried in future newsletters.  Even if you can’t write, I like to think that I 
can and even if I don’t have time I am sure that any subject can be addressed in the online 
discussion group and it can be re produced here for all to read. 
 
I do hope that everyone gets the chance to know other members of the society as well as I 
know some of you.  I have still only met a handful in person and hope to make that number grow 
in the coming years.  To this end I am making it my new years resolution to meet as many 
members of the ATTS face to face as I can.  I am not sure yet how I am going to accomplish 
this but I think it is time to have another national meeting. 
 
I am open to suggestions about locations and venues to carry this out.  We as a club are still 
members of the ANA and as such are eligible to meet at any of their shows provided they 
receive adequate notice to include us in their proceedings.  Please send any and all 
propositions to me at the address shown in the back of the newsletter by either e-mail or regular 
mail.  Even regional shows, local shows or just a meeting with no show at all would also be 
considered.  This year I would like to make it a show and tell meeting rather than a meeting with 
a specific agenda. 
   
The success of the two auctions that were conducted either trough or by the ATTS this past 
year have also made me realize that there is definitely room in the ATTS for a continuation of 
these types of events.  Please contact me if you are interested in either conducting your own 
auction with a percentage of proceeds going to the ATTS or if you would be interested in 
running another benefit auction for the ATTS.  Of course any other ideas for the ATTS to 
become involved in would also be welcomed. 
 
Each and every one of our members can contribute to our membership rolls by running copies 
of the application for membership and placing them at local shows, coin clubs and other related 
events.  Please remember to fill in the bottom of the form so that you can get credit for referring 
new members.  The information on Club officers will not change on the last page of our 
newsletter until the first issue for 2007 (#136) 
 
As we look forward into 2007 I would like to revive some aspects of the newsletter that I brought 
to light several years ago.  I would like members to submit questions for publication.  We need 
to remember that the only fruitless question is the question that remains unasked.  I would like 
to continue to encourage members to send in their stories about how they became interested in 
collecting sales tax tokens and/or any life experiences with sales tax tokens they may have 
directly had.  A hearty thank you to those members who have submitted articles this past year.  I 
hope to receive many more articles in the coming year. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

Robert W. Frye, editor (L-521)  
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I hope all of you are having an enjoyable holiday season.  The election results are in and we 
have a couple of new officers.  Thank you for your continued support.  I will continue to work 
hard for you. 
 
Welcome to our new Secretary/Treasurer, Jim Calvert.  I have known Jim a number of years.  He 
is a fine fellow who will do a fine job.  Also welcome to new at-large board members Monte 
Dean and Lawrence LaBel.  I look forward to working with these gentlemen as well.  Please 
contact any of these board members if you have a concern, an idea, etc.  We all want to make 
this the best society we possibly can. 
 
Thanks again to Carl Cochrane, Jerry Schimmel, and Tim Davenport.  Carl served for many 
years as the Secretary/Treasurer.  Handling the finances for any organization is a tough and 
very important job.  Carl did a great job for many years.   
 
Anyone that has collected exonumia for any time knows the name Jerry Schimmel.  Jerry was a 
very active board member whose wisdom I came to rely upon a great deal.  I will truly miss 
working with him.   
 
Tim Davenport is also a name that should be familiar to sales tax token collectors. He co-
authored our “ bible” , the “ M&D”  reference that is now the standard for sales tax token 
collectors.  Tim provided a steady voice in board meetings and was also a strong advocate for 
the membership. 
 
The outgoing board made a number of positive changes for the ATTS.  The ATTS is now stronger 
than it has been in many years.  That is due to men like Carl, Jerry, and Tim who gave of 
themselves for the benefit of all of us in the society.  Thanks! 
 
Please feel free to contact me at any time if you have a question, concern, comment or if I can 
help you in any way.  You can call, write, email me or if you would like to share with other 
members, post at the Yahoo sales tax token group page: 
http://groups/yahoo.com/group/salestaxtokens  
 
 
All my best, 
 
John 
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A special thank you goes out to James Bird (R-539) and Michael Florer R-409, for their help in 
finalizing our elections.  We received a total of 56 ballots or exactly 50% participation (This is 
great, especially when considering the usual rate of participation in our national elections) – one 
was unsigned, this made a total of 55 possible votes.  The vote totals are as follows: 

 
President –    John Ostendorf (1997) R-518    - 54 
Editor –    Robert Frye (1998) L-521      - 55 
Secretary/Treasurer –  Jim Calvert (2000) R-533    - 54 

 
At-Large (2 positions) Monte S. Dean (1986) R-500    - 46 

Loran Frazier (2001) R-550     - 09 
Billy Hatch (1993) R-468     - 22 
Lawrence LeBel (2005) R-598   - 27 
 

The term will commence on January 1, 2007 and run for 3 years.  Congratulations to those who 
were elected and thank you for your participation for all of those involved in the election 
process.  These results will stand if not challenged, in writing, to the secretary/treasurer by 
February 5th, 2007.  The new board will issue its first regular newsletter #136 (dated Jan-Mar, 
2007) by late March 2007.   
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I'm not a "writing" person.  I can do a report and feel comfortable with that, but not with 
writing.  I have enjoyed serving as Sec-Treasurer for these 8-9 years and feel that I have 
contributed to the society.  I hope that I have contributed some stability and continuity in the last 
3-4 years.  I feel that the society is in good hands and that it is now time to step down and let 
someone else have the office.  I'm very glad that there is someone who is willing to take it.  I 
wanted to continue the office 3 years ago but now it is time to leave. 
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As we enter into a new term for officers I wish to thank all for electing me to the position of 
Secretary/Treasurer. I am looking forward to working with this board, most of whom I have 
many dealings with over the years and have a great respect for. I would especially like to thank 
Carl Cochrane as well as all the others who have set a great foundation to work from. There 
efforts are greatly appreciated. 
 
As our membership grows and new finds are located I expect great things for our origination 
and foresee plenty of opportunities for everyone to become involved. I am always open to 
suggestions or to lend a hand helping in any way possible.  Hope everyone has had a great 
holiday season and I thank you all again. 
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Taken from page 16 of The Hammond Times, Hammond, IN, Friday, October 4, 1935 
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        By James Bird R-539 

 
It was announced in the November 2006 Dayton-Kettering Coin Club Meeting Minutes 
that ATTS member James Bird gave a presentation on sales tax tokens as follows:  Jim 
Bird provided the club with a presentation on Tax Tokens – Jim provided a display of 
different dominations and venues.  Jim gave us an explanation on millage coins, how 
they were used and also presented us with one to put into our collections. 
 

Mr. Bird’s presentation notes are immediately following his photo. 
 

 
 

Tokens may be defined as money by proxy, because they do temporary duty in place of 
money. Yet they are considered not legal coinage.  As more and more states used tax 
on sales as a way to raise needed money during the depression, and beyond, the need 
arose to make change for cents in the process. 
 
I remember a few years back I began getting more interested in coins.  I had been a 
stamp collector in the thirties and early forties.  As I became more interested in coins I 
turned to a dealer (vest-pocket) that I knew as an acquaintance to learn about some of 
the early coinage and scarcity.  I purchased a red book and we talked about half cents.  I 
was told that coinage was very scarce and somehow was given the impression that mill 
coins were worth more due to scarcity. As years went by I kept thinking about the fact 
that there were no mill coins in the red book.  So what really was a mill coin? 
 
It was some years later before I found out what a mill was, that is the reason for the talk 
tonight.  A mill is 1/10th of a cent or 1/1000th of a dollar.  Most of these tokens can be 
found in dealer junk boxes.  As numismatist’s we need to show they carry a history of 
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their own in the pages of economic development in American history.  To some dealers 
and collectors these tokens are trash not fit to be collected.  
  
The depression left many of the states short of revenues.  At first some states hit on 
taxing liquor, gasoline and oil.  Still that was not enough and sales tax’s on other things 
were discussed and finally adopted. 
 
Some tax rates and/or purchase amounts where high enough that legal coinage was 
enough to pay tax without the need to make change for a cent.  However when tax rates 
or amounts resulted in a tax of less than a cent the need arose to have change in 
denominations of 1 mill, 2 mill, 5 mill etc. 
 
The government discussed the minting of half cents again and even the minting of mill 
coins but it was tabled.  The government had no regulations about other entities minting 
tokens.  However when states began minting mill coinage to make change for sales tax 
the government stepped in and asked them to stop coining them.  They even took some 
of the states to court claiming that they alone had the right to make monetized coinage. 
 
Illinois had 1/4c coins put out by many local agencies and merchants.  The letter c for 
cent was used on these provisional tokens.  The state issued tokens that used the word 
mill.  Many other states avoided using the word cents on their tokens to try and allaying 
federal opposition.  Many of the first issues were denominated mill, tax check, tax token 
and were described as helping various groups of state residents. 
 
Many of the tokens simply used 1, 2, 5 etc and this was understood to be mills.  The 
tokens were used to pay the millage tax and to make change.  Since the US government 
could not muster enough to make a legal mill coin for the states to use, they had to some 
what look the other way as states figured out how to solve their own monetary issues.  
The government did make specific requests that the mill coinage could not be used to 
buy anything or make a purchase with mills alone.  Example, if you accumulated $5.00 
worth of mills it was unlawful to buy a $5.00 item with them. This was the government’s 
way of controlling their use as legal coinage. 
 
My feeling is that if you have a spade you call it a spade.  Many states had tokens with 
other values, such as Mississippi: to make change for 1 sales tax payment or to make 
change for 5 sales tax payment. The 1 and 5 in the center of the tokens had no 
quantifier. 
 
When Missouri made the “milk bottle caps” they used 1 mill or 5 mills. However on the 
zinc tokens that followed there was just an outline of the state and either a 1 or 5.  1 or 5 
what?  This was all very confusing since each state did it differently. 
 
New Mexico’s first tokens used the word mill as the denomination, however the plastic 
tokens that followed used a 1 or 5 with no denomination.  Oklahoma sales tax tokens 
were called sales checks but again no denomination.  Utah used 1, 2 and 5 with no 
denominations 
 
Washington State used a 3% tax token, tax on sales of 5c to 14c, the laws of 1941 had 
sales of 15c to 29c token.  They then changed the tokens to read 14c or less and finally 
plastic tokens that have a 1 and no denomination. 
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One other piece to the puzzle that helped to keep the federal government off the backs 
of the states was to make the tokens distinctly different than any legal tender coins.  
Colorado issued a square aluminum sales tax token with a hole in the center to make it 
very distinct from other coinage.  They printed one-fifth cent sales tax token on the token 
actually using the word cent.  It might be assumed it was used because the design was 
so different than any kind of legal tender coin.  In fact most of the metal ones were 
manufactured with a center hole of some kind.  The center holes were round, plus-
shaped, stars and triangles of several different sizes.  They were all different depending 
upon the state so it would be easy to differentiate the tokens by state.  Most of the 
tokens were made in one of only about four different diameters.  Of course plastic tokens 
don’t resemble a coin so there was no need for a hole, but colors where used 
extensively. 
 
The sales tax tokens came in many different material types to help distinguish them from 
legal coinage.  Most began as cardboard or metal.  Most of the cardboard was done to 
make them quickly for use.  The metal tokens went into circulation soon after to replace 
the cardboard.  Then during WW-II there was a shortage of metal for the war effort, so 
other material types were used, including fiber and then plastic.  Some states, most 
notably Arizona made copper, aluminum and brass for their tokens even when it cost 
more to make them than they were worth in face value.  Arizona again did not use a 
denomination on some of their tokens; they were merely listed as sales tax payment. 
 
The frustrating part of all of this brings me back to my original statement about calling 
things what they are.  In order for anyone to have understood the system back then you 
needed to know what was being taxed and what different denominations meant.  
Between the percentage of tax, mills and fractions of cents it was hard to tell how much 
you were paying, let alone what you were paying it for.  If it looks like a duck and quacks 
like a duck then it is a duck. So I say if it is used like a coin, makes change like a coin, 
then it is a coin; like it or not. 
 
Even if tokens were designed not to resemble a coin in size, thickness, and composition 
why can’t they be used in commerce?  Today a lot of foreign coins resemble our sales 
tax tokens, yet they are used as coinage.  The truth is that most sales tax tokens were 
used as coins to make change.  Ill let the tokens and their use speak for themselves.  
Collect them as you would coins, they have a history of our past and development of our 
country and a lasting legacy only the collector enjoys. 
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Wow, did this article elicit lots of discussion!  What a great thing to happen.  We received 
many comments about this article from Newsletter #134 and I have published them all 
below.  Thank you to everyone who took the time to respond, all of the comments ring 
true with similar sentiment, even though they go about it in different ways.  I have 
included Monte’s response. 
 
Hi Bob and All -- 
 
With regard to Monte Dean's "Rarity -- A Re-Examination," (ATTS Newsletter #134) I 
strongly advise against any sort of aggressive revision of the R1 to R10 system that is 
currently in place. No matter how sensible attempting to tweak the system may seem, 
having two parallel rarity systems based upon like-sounding "R" numbers will only 
muddy the waters, not clarify them. 
 
The current M&D R-numbers follow to a great extent those from Pfefferkorn's fine book 
in a conscious attempt to minimize the impact of shifting from an "old" R-system to a 
"new" R-system. These M&D numbers may perhaps seem at first glance to be overly 
precise at the higher levels of rarity. I would argue that there is nothing really wrong 
with this, however; the difference between an R-7 (11-20 known) and an R-10 (1 known) 
may seem slight to a newcomer to the field and may have no practical difference in terms 
of ease of acquisition --  
Both being basically unavailable in nature. But to advanced collectors, the difference 
between R-6, R-7, R-8, R-9, and R-10 is quite real.  
 
There is nothing wrong with fine gradations of extreme rarity per se. Tax token collecting 
involves the simultaneous chase of more or less common minor variations of vastly 
common types as well as acquisition of items that are, by any standard, extremely rare. 
The rarity system should be functional at both extremes, and I think the current R-system 
is. Moreover, it is commonly accepted, and there is something to be said for that. 
 
The key factors to keep in mind are (1) that ALL rarity numbers are  
estimates; and (2) that known rarity figures evolve over time. The same would be true for 
any new parallel system and for the third parallel system that would inevitably follow the 
second ten years down the pike. 
 
It would be far more helpful for Monte Dean and others, concerned about  
whether new or novice collectors have "false impressions" about the rarity of this or that 
token, to concentrate on publishing a checklist of ALL types of tax tokens with their 
REVISED estimated rarities and values based on THE ESTABLISHED rarity system. 
Dropping in a new rarity system with imprecise top rarities to solve some non-existent 
problem would do nothing but confuse everything. If estimated rarities have changed, 
PUBLISH THE NEW RARITY ESTIMATES, not a new rarity scale!!! 
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Whether one lists an ascending table of ranks starting with R-1 and ending with R-10 or 
vice versa is neither here nor there. So too with changing the description of a piece of 
which only one specimen is known from "unique" to "presently unique." Much ado about 
nothing, in my opinion; I don't see how these things help in the slightest or hinder in the 
least. The thing that needs to be done, which has needed to be done since the M&D 
catalog was published all those years ago, is to come up with a checklist of tokens, listed 
by type number, with CURRENT estimated rarities, and CURRENT estimated values -- 
akin to the supplemental list that came with "Chits, Chiselers and Funny Money." 
THAT'S the task, THAT'S the thing that will clarify rather than obscure. 
 
On an unrelated note, I see that the new finds section of #134 includes mention of a copy 
of David Stolaroff's thesis being sold on Ebay. This is not an unknown work, it was one of 
the secondary sources which I used when I was writing the various state histories for the 
catalog. I recall that I worked from a photocopy of that and that I was in touch with Mr. 
Stolaroff at the time, although I'm getting old and gray and have a poor memory for these 
sorts of details and my numismatic materials have been scattered to the four corners. He 
did a nice job of it, considering that he was working from scratch, but it's in no way a 
cutting edge history of the field half a century later. Happy Collecting, 
 
Tim Davenport - Oct. 11, 2006. 
 
Editors Note:  David Stolaroff’s thesis was listed in Ralph Harnishfeger’s column 
“ Sales Tax Tokens Online” .  Tim is correct, it is not an unknown work, it was only 
mentioned due to its unique nature as an original document that was used in 
researching the history of Sales Tax Tokens and therefore historically important 
to the field of study as an original document.  It is my hope to use the book to 
further my knowledge of historical data as time avails itself.  It serves only to 
improve my understanding of where we have been, so I can become clearer about 
where we are going. 
 
 
First of all, I respect Monte and he is a dear friend. He is very passionate about sales tax 
tokens and very wise; so I give his opinions great deference. However, I disagree with the 
proposal to revamp the rarity scale. 
 
Merlin and Tim did a great job on M&D. The rarity designations assigned to the tokens 
listed in M&D were based on the best available information at the time. Unfortunately, 
when a numismatist writes a book and asks for help with such things as rarity, often the 
request for help goes unheeded. Undoubtedly there were collectors sitting on hoards at 
the time that did not report those to Merlin and Tim. Also, M&D was written prior to the 
"eBay effect". Ebay has caused many unwanted items such as sales tax tokens to see the 
light of day. Many times what was once thought rare is now found to be quite common. 
 
What has happened with sales tax tokens has also happened with other forms of 
exonumia. The answer is not to throw out the rarity scale. Monte is correct when he says 
that sales tax token collectors are not stupid. Many of us also collect other forms of 
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exonumia. We know that we cannot blindly rely on rarity ratings from a catalogue, the 
older the reference, the less reliable it is. 
 
There is nothing wrong with the scale. In fact, it mirrors the scale used in other forms of 
exonumia. The scale simply needs to be updated. I prefer the M&D scale over Monte's. 
Monte proposes a R1-R10 scale; however, his R7 is 50-99 known, R8 - 20-49 known, R9 - 
2-19 known, and R10 unique. M&D has a R7 as 11-20, R8 as 5-10, R9 as 2-4, and also 
R10 as unique. 
 
With the M&D scale, any token with more than 100 known (R-4 or below) is very 
common. There is no premium for a R-4 token over a R-1. Monte's scale would have R6 
as 100 or more tokens known. Therefore, R-6 down to R-1 would be essentially the same. 
With a serious collector base of probably less than 100 people, under the M&D scale, 
there is no reason to worry about rarity rating unless it's at least a R-5. Under Monte's 
system, that would be R-7 or above. That would be a step in the wrong direction. 
 
My proposal would be an M&D update on the rarity listings. Such an update might even 
include unlisted STTs. Any attempt at rarity ratings would also have to include the 
disclaimer that it is the best guess at the given time. As Q. David Bowers said in a recent 
Coin World article, population ratings only increase over time. He was speaking of 
grading service population reports, but the same could be said for rarity ratings. In time, 
more STTs are discovered including rare and unlisted items. Many appear on eBay 
offered by a seller who doesn't even know what the item is. Therefore, even this update 
will become outdated at some point. This provides all the more reason to keep the current 
scale and simply update as needed.  I welcome further input from other members. 
 
John Ostendorf 
 
 
Hello John, and all, 
 
Thank you John for your comments concerning the rarity scale issue. As you know, it is 
something I've been playing with for some time. The proposal for the revamping of the 
R1-R10 rarity scale was at least in part my hope that I would receive some comments 
such as the ones you have presented. 
 
Please do keep in mind that the issue in question was actually posed on this site quite 
some time ago, probably more than a year ago, I think, although I am not altogether 
certain of an actual date, and I'm just too lazy to go back and try to find when it actually 
appeared. 
 
The article that appeared in issue #134 was actually a cut and paste that I did from a 
part of my introduction on the new catalogue I continue to battle with that was originally 
written a good 3 years ago. Since then you and many other members of the ATTS - Jim 
Calvert, Bob Straker, Michael Florer, and a number of other members have done a 
wonderful job of helping me get past my original dislike of the good old M&D rarity 
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scale and have pointed out in no uncertain terms that a change to that 'institution' would 
do more harm than good. 
 
Surprisingly enough - I actually did listen. And I agree. 
Your point as to the rarity of individual pieces being difficult to evaluate is true of most of 
the easy pieces, even up to R7, but I do believe that the most difficult pieces with very few 
exceptions have proven that they still remain difficult. I have recorded many, many 
thousands of auction prices, all the way back to 1977 up to the present on these tough R7 
- R10 STT's, which I think will help confirm their scarcity. 
 
So in essence, this long answer is simply to say that I agree with each point you have 
made. My thinking has changed since that initial evaluation made several years ago. 
 
And knowing me as you do, John, you know I would only admit being persuaded so easily 
if there was a threat of dire physical harm - or if you were obviously right. 
 
Monte Dean 
 
 
Monte & everyone 
 
R7-R10 are clearly the tough items to acquire. Changing the "R" number of which are 
tough I think would confuse those collectors who rely on M & D for guidance for said 
rarities. Introducing Adjusting the scarcity rarities of some of the items from what 
published in M & D because of new info is the way to go. 
 
Lawrence LeBel 
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        By Ralph Harnishfeger R-222 rharnish@lhup.edu  

 
 
    

This quarter there were considerable offerings of groups and common tax tokens, most 
of the large groupings sold well, while many of the individual offerings went unsold.  I 
also noticed a fairly large number of head tax tokens from New Guinea and drug tax 
stamps of various types offered.  I don’t recall seeing so many drug tax stamps offered 
for sale in the last few years. 
 
A lot described as a Rare sales tax token – Titone Misc M2 R10 BU attracted 7 bids and 
closed at $44.56 to the highest of 7 bids on October 27th. 
 
A tax token described as San Francisco, Buchhotz Haight Street sold November 2 for 
$22.50 to the highest of 5 bids. 
 
A 1921 token, simplicity tax, NCTSA sold for $24.38 on October 29th with 5 bids. 
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Rossville, IL L89, R5 brought $19.25 with 12 bids ending on December 3rd 
 
Stevenson, WA L48, R6 sold to the highest of 9 bids for $13.25 on December 3rd 
 
A 1935 Washington State script lot of 5 Spokane sold for $12.50 on November 11th 
 
A group of New Mexico tokens brought $12.12 with 8 bids and ended December 3rd 
 
A group of 25 sales tax tokens from OK, MO, CO and AL attracted 8 bids and sold for 
$11.50 on September 24th 
 
A lot of 15 Washington State cardboard scrip tokens attracted 2 bids and sold for $10.50 
on November 9th 
 
Cathlamet WA cardboard (R-5) sold on November 4 for $12.50 plus $2.50 postage. 
 
An Oklahoma unused tax token described as having a rotated die sold November 3 at 
$9.99 with a very hefty $5 postage charge to a lone bidder.  A similar piece also 
described as rare failed to attract any bidders and ended unsold on November 11th. 
 
Colfax, WA token L12Ba, R2 attracted 12 bids and sold for $9.90 on December 3rd. 
 
A lot descried as $1 NR token Arizona tax lot of 12 copper tokens sold to the highest of 
11 bids at $9.00 on October 19th. 
 
Grand Rapids, MI L1A, L1B, and L1C sold on September 24th to a single bidder for 
$7.50.  A similar lot failed to attract a bid and ended unsold on December 3rd and 
another similar lot sold for $4.75 with just 2 bids ending on December 10th. 
 
A group of tokens from mixed states, 20 in number sold on October 22 for $7.50 with 4 
bidders.  Similar lots of 24, 26, 11, 15 and 27 tokens sold for $8.08, 6.05, 6.01, 5.99 and 
$7.00, respectively in late October. 
 
A single Louisville KY Artic Ice Co. token L4 10c sold for $6.50 on November 7th with 2 
bids.  A pair of Louisville, KY Artic Ice tokens, L3 and L4 brought $5.76 on September 
24th.  A similar pair sold December 3rd. for $4.75 with just 2 bids. 
 
A single 1935 New Mexico emergency school tax coin sold for $5.99 on November 6th to 
the lone bidder. 
 
A blue plastic anti gas tax union 76 token, which is a poker chip style size and 
composition, sold on October 12 for $5. This token reads, “Your gas tax is over 30%” on 
one side.  A very reasonable shipping charge of 50 cents was added to the selling price. 
 
A single New Mexico1935 tax token described as Red luster BU sold to a single bidder 
for $4.95 plus a generous $3.85 shipping charge to a lone bidder. 
 
Some inexpensive Illinois provisional’s sold this quarter as is usual for many of them: 
 
St. Anne, IL L96, R2 brought $8.27 with 7 bids ending December 3rd. 
Effingham, IL L37, R2 brought $7.90 with 9 bids on December 3rd. 
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Jacksonville, IL L46A, B and C trio brought $7.51 with 4 bids ending December 3rd. 
Bunker Hill, IL L6, R4 sold to a single bidder at $7.50 on December 3rd. 
Jackson County, L45, R5 attracted 2 bids and sold for $7.50 on December 3rd. 
Jasper County, L47, R5 had 2 bids and sold for the same amount on this same date. 
Whiteside County, IL L103, R2 attracted 4 bids closing at $7.16 on December 3rd. 
Rock Island L87A, B and C had 2 bids ending at $6.00 on December 3rd. 
Paris, IL L69, R-2 brought $5.55 with 5 bids on December 3rd. 
Union County, IL had 6 bids and closed on December 6th at $5.51. 
Cambridge, IL L8, R3 sold at $5.50 with 4 bids ending December 3rd. 
Illinois State S1, R4 brought $5.00 with 2 bids. 
Mt. Olive, IL had 3 bids and closed at $5.00 on December 3rd. 
Gillespie, IL L41, R3 closed at $4.76 with 4 bids on December 3rd. 
Keithsburg, IL sold for $4.69 on October 19th. with 5 bids. 
Hoopeston, IL had just one bid at $4.50 closing on December 3rd. 
Hoopeston, IL attracted 6 bids and closed at $4.29 on October 19th. 
Chandlerville, IL L20, R2 attracted 2 bids and closed at $3.75 on December 3rd. 
Keithsburg, IL  L50, R2same price and bids as above. 
Kewanee, L51, R-2 same price and bids as above. 
Arcola, IL attracted 5 bidders and closed at $3.25 on October 19th. 
Galva, IL ended at $1.90 on October 19th. with 3 bids. 
Chandlerville, IL closed at the same $1.90 with 4 bids on October 19th. 
Carbondale, IL attracted just one bid at $.99 on the same date. 
 
A group of 24 state sales tax tokens, described as “vintage” attracted 4 bids and sold for 
$3.58 plus $3 shipping on November 12th.   Vintage and rare are two terms heavily used 
by Ebay sellers. I often wonder if anyone pays attention to such descriptors any more? 
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WANTED:  Your classified ad.  Each member is entitled to a free ad in 
each issue.  Your ad can be run in more than one issue if you let the 
editor know.  The editor reserves the right to publish ads relative to 
space limitations.  New ads will receive first priority over continuing ads.  

 
United States Sales Tax Tokens and Stamps:  A History and Catalog, M.K. 
Malehorn and T. Davenport, $39.95 (member price) +$3.50 Postage and Handling, from 
Turtle Hill Book Co., P.O. Box 265, Bryantown, MD 20617.  Non-member price $49.95 + 
Postage and Handling. 
 
ATTS Token Giveaway - tokens donated by Jerry Schimmel.  Requests will be honored 
in the order they are received via postal mail only. 
 

·  What we have available:  Each member is entitled to request one each of the 
Miscellaneous O22 token, Missouri O19A and O19B. Print your name, 
membership number and token(s) requested on your correspondence.  Include a 
self addressed stamped envelope.  If no SASE is included the request will not be 
honored.  Mail to:  ATTS Giveaway, P.O. Box 14514, Lenexa, KS 66285. 

 
ATTS Catalog Supplement Pages:  There are currently 96 supplement pages, 20 are 
printed both sides, the balance are single sided.  There are also 3 color pages.  A 
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complete set is available for $13.00 ppd, just the black and white for $10.00 ppd and the 
color sheets for $3.50 ppd.  If you wish to order a set please contact the Editor. 
 
Tokens for Sale:  Columbus, MISS AFB NCO Open Mess Brass Military Token 
(Cunningham MS10F) $5.00, Grasty©s Drug Store (Henderson, KY) Good For 2 1/2c In 
Trade Token $ 7.00.  Please include a SASE. Insurance is optional at an additional 
$1.35. Steven Kawalec P.O. Box 4281 Clifton, NJ 07012 
 
National Junior Republic, Annapolis Junction, MD set. Denominations include 1c, 
5c, 10c, 25c, 50c, & $1, all are dated 1899.  Listed in Zara©s Prison Token Book as NJR-
1-2-3-4-5-6 with a $30-$60 1992 catalog value.  $50.00 postpaid (usually $60.00). 
Steven Kawalec P.O. Box 4281 Clifton, NJ 07012  
 
Wanted: Arizona sales tax tokens, newspaper clippings or other related memorabilia.  
Please contact Marsha Bonham, Cochise County Treasurer, P.O. Box 1776, Bisbee, AZ  
85603 
 
Photo’s Needed of rare and unique pieces for new catalogue.  Please write or e-mail 
first so I can let you know the details.  All contributions given credit.  Monte C. Dean, #3-
11th Ave S.W., Rochester, MN  55902.  e-mail moxking@aol.com  
 
Wanted: Paper/Cardboard sales tax items including scrip, token box labels, 
exemption certificates, etc.  Also other types of paper/cardboard scrip, example – food 
stamp exchange, coal/lumber etc.  Scott A. McClung, 8381-H Montgomery Run Road, 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 
 
Tax Tokens with Error’s Wanted also pictures of your errors for my scrapbook.  Joe 
Steger, 585 Diagonal Road #106, Akron, OH 44320-3071.  ph 330-762-7684 or e-mail 
steger6@sbcglobal.net  
 
Ohio Tax Stamps Wanted:  Will buy or trade for the following Ohio tax stamps: S28, 
S99, S112, S115, S123, S130b, S140, S141, S164, S165, S168, S175, S188, S190, 
S192, S234, S242, S243, S245. Have Civil War tokens or a confederate stamp? 
Columbian World Fair Items? E-mail jamesbird@earthlink.net or contact the editor to be 
put in touch via regular mail.  
 
For Sale or Trade:  Arrowheads for MS, LA and AL tax tokens and militaria.  Contact 
Billy Ethridge 11956 Newton City Martin Rd, Collinsville, MS 39325-8930, Tel 601-986-
2233 or e-mail billywethridge@comcast.net for information or offers. 
 
Collector wishes to purchase dog licenses or tokens from Pennsylvania, Ohio and 
Illinois.  I have some tax tokens to trade.  R. Harnishfeger, 60 Thompson Lane, Mill Hall, 
PA 17751 or e-mail rharnish@lhup.edu  
 
Looking to buy Illinois Provisionals and transportation tokens.  Please e-mail list to 
Les McCalip at Les_McCalip@hotmail.com 
 
Collector needs IL Metal Provisionals to complete collection – Moline (L62A, L63Ac, 
L63Bb, L63Bc) and Rock Island (L88Ab, L88Ba). Also need most IL paper issues, 
indicate condition and asking price. Dan Thannen, 309 Kenyon Drive, Springfield, IL 
62704 or e-mail donthannen@aol.com 
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September 1, 2006 – November 30, 2006 

 
 

Balance 9/1/06 $ 1013.98 
 
Expenses (9/1-9/30)   
            Postage   2.91         
         
Income (9/1-9/30)           
 Dues & Donations  12.00      
 
Balance 9/30/06 $ 1023.07 
 
 
Expenses (10/1-10/31)   
 Postage & supplies  2.97 
 Newsletter  304.77 

Income (10/1-10/31)   
 Dues & Donations  38.00 
  
Balance 10/31/06 $ 753.33 
 
 
 
Expenses (11/1-11/30)  
 Postage  23.69 

Income (11/1-11/30)   
 Dues & Donations   2.00 
  
Balance 11/30/06 $ 731.64

 
 
The balance for November covers the cost of the last newsletter.  As usual, this report does not 
include the cost of this newsletter because that cost can’t be known until after this statement is 
made.  We are in good financial shape for ending the year.  Thanks to all who made a donation.  
  
 
DONATIONS:  Donations this year are $216.00.  Thanks to Terry Capps and Les McCalip for 
their donations.  All the donations are appreciated very much and help keep us from needing to 
raise the dues even with increased postal rates and coping costs.   Life members, it is okay if 
you want to make a donation.( 
 

� � � � � �� � � �� � � � 	 � � � � � �� � � � � �� � � �� � � � 	 � � � � � �� � � � � �� � � �� � � � 	 � � � � � �� � � � � �� � � �� � � � 	 � � � � � � 				
 September 1, 2006 — November 30, 2006 

 

NEW MEMBERS:  Steven R Schaap 
 
DECEASED:  Murray W. Jackson 
 
DROPS: Charles M. Luce 

REINSTATEMENTS:   
 
MEMBERSHIP (November 30) 115 
 

 
 
The time has come again to renew annual memberships.  If your mailing label has a “ 06”  on 
the right upper corner it is time to renew.  They are highlighted in orange, so please 
check your label.  You will find a membership application included in the newsletter.  If your 
membership is current please take the time to pass the application on to someone who might be 
interested in membership.  Please mail all membership applications to Jim Calvert and not Carl 
Cochrane.  The application has been corrected to reflect this change.  
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The ATTS Newsletter is the official quarterly publication 
of the American Tax Token Society and it is mailed 
from Lenexa, Kansas, USA as a first class mailing.  The 
newsletter is published for its members.  Copies of the 
newsletter are available to schools, universities, 
museums and other educational or related 
organizations upon request.  The request must be 
made in writing on the organizational letterhead and 
signed by a legal representative of that organization. 
 
The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of 
the authors of each specific article.  Those opinions 
may not reflect the same opinions of the editor or other 
society officers. 
 
The society’s officers serve without compensation of 
any kind other than direct expenses incurred when 
conducting official society business. 
 
The American Tax Token Society is a not-for-profit, tax-
exempt, educational and research social club.  The 
ATTS conforms to IRS code 501(c)(3). 
 
Portions of the newsletter may be reprinted but credit to 
the society and/or the original author must be obtained 

in writing, however excerpts may be reprinted without 
permission.  Articles reprinted from sources outside of 
the ATTS must have permission from the original 
source. 
 
Articles, news, information and general education 
materials are always being sought for publication.  
Send your submissions to the editor.  If the article is 
from a source other than the submitter then please 
include all the information necessary so that the editor 
can obtain permission to reprint the article.  If we can’t 
get permission we can’t print the article!  No payment of 
any kind is given for any article submitted or published. 
 
Information about membership, address changes, dues 
and donations should be addressed to the club 
secretary-treasurer.  Membership dues are $10 (U.S. 
addresses only), $10 (U.S.) for Canadian addresses 
and $15 (U.S.) for the U.K. and Europe.  Write for 
additional rates depending on the country.  Lifetime 
membership dues are $160 (U.S. addresses only), 
$180 (U.S.) for Canadian addresses and $300 (U.S.) 
for U.K. and Europe.  The membership calendar year 
begins in January. 
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President/Awards 
John Ostendorf R-518 
523 Hiwasee Rd. 
Waxahachie, TX 75165 
johnoste@hpnc.com  

Editor/Librarian 
Robert W. Frye L-521 
PO Box 14514 
Lenexa, Kansas 66285 
bob@taxtoken.org 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Carl L. Cochrane L-238 
12 Pheasant Dr. 
Asheville, NC 28803 
clcochrane@prodigy.net 
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At-Large Position #1 
Jerry Schimmel F-3/H-7 

PO Box 40888 
San Francisco, CA 94140 
jschim40@sbcglobal.net  

At-Large Position #2 
Tim Davenport L-232/H-9 

5010 NW Shasta 
Corvallis, OR 97330 
mutantpop@aol.com  
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Lawrence S. Hopper L-150: Last Known Address Dallas, TX 
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