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It has always amazed me how much capacity we have as human beings to learn new subjects 
and constantly absorb new facts.  I doubt that anyone could admit that they ever stop learning at 
any point in their lives.  I have embarked on several new projects and have not been this excited 
in quite a long time.  Doing research from the ground up is always the hardest but in some ways 
it is also the most rewarding.  There is nothing quite like the “ah-ha” moment when you stumble 
across the key to unlocking the mystery of the research.  Probably the most enjoyable part 
about collecting and researching sales tax tokens is the fact that the history is new enough to 
find many records, but old enough to be somewhat difficult to connect the records together and 
allow the story to make sense. Of course any good research requires the writer to find enough 
information to bolster a hypothesis with facts and independent findings of others. 
 
I continue my research on U.S. sales tax in the early 20th Century for future publication.  It is my 
hope that it will enlighten and fill in some gaps in the early national sales tax exploits from World 
War I to 1933.  If anyone has information they would like to share on national sales tax research 
from 1918 to 1933 I would gladly appreciate additional materials for research.  Much of the 
information I am looking for involves Senator Reed Smoot from Utah and the tax reform acts of 
1918 and 1921.  I have had the most difficulty locating congressional records from the senate 
sub-committee’s of the time, since most of the original motions never made it out of committee.  
Unfortunately much of the research is very boring and turning the research into something that 
will read any better than your monotone high school economics teacher will be difficult at best.  
If you think you might have some information or know a place to obtain these items please write 
to the editor or send copies and I will reimburse for any costs incurred.   
 
I am very happy to announce that Monte Dean is getting along much better since our last 
newsletter.  Our online presence at Yahoo groups has picked up pace dramatically in the last 
few months due in large part to the efforts of Monte, the site moderator.  He asked me to include 
a note about the Yahoo site, so I decided to include an edited version of it in my editorial: 

It is the fourth anniversary of our site dedicated to sales tax tokens. 
 
Our membership is presently at 122 interested people.  With this posting we have put up 
1276 messages in those 4 years. For those of you who may think this is nothing special, I 
can assure you that it is.  In comparison to many other sites on the Yahoo groups, that is 
simply not true. 

If you take a look at other small exonumia groups you will see that the people who collect 
wooden nickels have a site, but practically no message exchanges at all.  The 
transportation token collectors have a site, but it is the next to dead.  Even the Revenue 
site, which boasts many more members (260) does not surpass us in the number of emails 
we post.  This is in large part because of the 10 or so nutty members on here, like myself, 
who love to share and read new information about our hobby. 
 
But the bottom line is that we should NOT consider ourselves "bottom feeders".  We have 
a far greater percentage of very serious collectors than in most other exonumia circles. 
So we do have that to be proud of.  Thank you all, each and every one, for making this a 
site I dearly love.  Any morning I wake up and see a posting to this site is always a joy. 
Monte 
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It is my hope that in the very near future we will begin to offer a regular column on new finds 
compiled by Monte with the help of many other members from the society.  In addition to his 
moderation of the Yahoo website Monte is working on a new compendium of sales tax token 
information as published by the ATTS.  He is a self-proclaimed “compiler” and has the 
assistance of well over a dozen other members of the ATTS.  I was very pleasantly surprised to 
be asked to contribute as well.   
 
I am excited at the rejuvenation within our society.  Our membership numbers are near the 
highest that they have been since the inception of the organization back in 1971.  Along with the 
re-established library and some exciting publications coming soon the society is really moving 
forward.  There were several requests for materials from the library in the first issue of the 
library list and it appears that the library will aid many in their research and education pursuits.  I 
also received several donations for a benefit auction for the society in the first quarter of 2006.  
The benefit mail bid auction will be included in the next newsletter (#131) to be issued in early 
January 2006.  I am sorry to say that this newsletter suffered a delay as the last one did too.  
However even with the delays I hope that all of the members will find the format and information 
contained within the newsletter fun to read and educational.   
 
Along with the rejuvenation comes a cost.  The cost of producing our newsletters has increased 
due to the increased size and supplements included in the mailings.  The cost of postage has 
also increased several times since the last time that dues were raised; we also expect another 
postal increase in the coming year.  The electronic e-mail newsletter was a good idea at the 
onset but since I have increased the number of photos in the newsletter and the file size has 
increased to such a point that it is not capable of being received by many e-mail accounts or 
servers.  So the electronic newsletter has essentially been abandoned at this time until I can 
come up with a way to reduce file size without compressing the images and losing quality.  So 
please stay tuned on that one. 
 
That brings me to my point.  The membership dues have been increased by a unanimous vote 
of the ATTS board.  The rate has been increased to $10 per year for U.S. and Canadian 
subscribers and a base rate of $10 plus postal costs for all other countries effective with the 
2006 dues year.  It is the hope of the board that this rate will stay the same for many years to 
come.  This society still has some of the lowest dues in the numismatic community.  The vote to 
increase lifetime dues accordingly was defeated; hence the lifetime dues have NOT increased, 
so this is a great time to upgrade to a life membership if you have been thinking about it.   Our 
President will also touch on the subject of our membership dues increase in his letter to the 
membership later in this issue. 
 
I was disappointed to not receive any new articles since the last newsletter and wish to reiterate 
by challenge to each member to write and article for the newsletter.  It doesn’t have to be fancy, 
or for that fact very long.  It can be about your first experience with sales tax tokens, a research 
paper or even a story from the gentleman down the street about using sales tax tokens as a 
child.  New finds can be sent to the editor, either with or without a written article.  I will publish 
them all and continue to grow this newsletter into a true group effort. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Robert W. Frye, editor (L-521) 
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By Robert W. Frye L-521 

 
I received this listing of taxes via e-mail some time ago, I wonder if they missed any.  By the 
way what ever happened to no double taxation?  None of these taxes existed 100 years ago 
and our nation was prosperous and had no national debt… What happened?  
 
911 Surcharge Tax 
Ambulance District Tax 
Accounts Receivable Tax  
Building Permit Tax  
Capital Gains Tax (Short Term) 
Capital Gains Tax (Long Term) 
CDL license Tax  
Cigarette Tax  
Corporate Income Tax  
Court Fines (indirect taxes) 
County Sales Tax  
Dog License Tax  
Federal Excise Tax 
Federal Income Tax  
Federal Unemployment Tax (FUTA)  
Fishing License Tax 
Fire District Tax  
Food License Tax  
Fuel permit tax  
Gasoline Tax (42 cents per gallon)  
Hunting License Tax  
Inheritance Tax 
Inventory tax  
IRS Penalties (tax on tax)  
Liquor Tax  
Local Income Tax  
Local Sales Tax 
Luxury Taxes  
Marriage License Tax  
Medicare Tax  

Personal Property Tax  
Real Estate Tax  
Septic Permit Tax  
Service Charge Taxes  
Social Security Tax  
Road Usage Taxes (Truckers)  
Recreational Vehicle Tax  
Road Toll Taxes  
School Tax  
State Income Tax  
State Sales Tax 
State Unemployment Tax (SUTA)  
Telephone federal universal service fee tax  
Telephone federal surcharge tax 
Telephone Regulatory Cost Recovery tax 
Telephone state surcharge tax 
Telephone local surcharge tax  
Telephone recurring & non-recurring charges tax  
Telephone state and local tax  
Telephone usage charge tax  
Toll Bridge Taxes  
Toll Tunnel Taxes  
Traffic Fines (indirect taxation)  
Trailer Registration Tax  
Utility Taxes  
Vehicle License Registration Tax  
Watercraft Registration Tax  
Well Permit Tax  
Workers Compensation Tax 
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Taken from Nevada State Journal, Reno, NV, Tuesday August 20, 1935 
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Dear fellow sales tax token collectors, 
 
These are exciting times in the world of sales tax token collecting.  The activity at the sales tax 
token group page has been incredible!  If you haven’ t checked it out, the link is at the bottom of 
this letter.  All the posts are archived and you can find some very thoughtful discussion and 
debate on a wide variety of STT issues.  Thanks to everyone who has participated. 
 
A new STT book is in the works.  Monte Dean has spearheaded the effort.  I believe he prefers 
the title “ compiler”  rather than “ author”  as he has assembled quite the staff of STT collectors to 
aid in the effort.  More to come as work progresses. 
 
Now on to ATTS business.  As you have probably noticed, the newsletter has grown dramatically 
in recent issues.  Of course a larger newsletter is a more expensive newsletter to mail.  After 
much discussion, the Board has unanimously approved an increase in our dues to $10 annually.  
This is the first increase in many years, despite numerous postal service rate increases.  
Donations from many of our generous members have served to delay increasing dues until now; 
however, the time has come for a modest increase that will get our revenue more in line with our 
expenses. 
  
The board feels that this is a reasonable increase and we all want to ensure a quality, timely 
newsletter is provided to our members.  I volunteered to serve as the “ point man”  for anyone 
who disagrees with this action, so contact me if you have any comments or concerns about this 
action.   
 
Please feel free to contact me at any time if you have a question, concern, comment or if I can 
help you in any way.  You can call, write, email me or if you would like to share with other 
members, post at the Yahoo sales tax token group page: 
http://groups/yahoo.com/group/salestaxtokens/  
 
All my best, John 
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Taken from Nebraska State Journal, Thursday May 6, 1943 
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By Monte C. Dean (R-384) and John Ostendorf (R-518) 

 
After a careful examination of the information provided on pages 279 to 281 of United States 
Tax Tokens and Stamps:  A History and Catalog by Merlin K. Malehorn and Tim Davenport, as 
well as the Catalog Supplement Sheet No. 72 - Correction and New Entry - Oregon 03/14/00 
produced by the American Tax Token Society, the authors would like to introduce a number of 
corrections, varieties of known types, as well as new types of Oregon Anti Sales Tax pin backs. 
 
Rather than simply listing corrections and additions, and due to the quantity of changes, we felt it 
more appropriate to relist this entire section.  Catalog numbers are illustrated, where possible, on 
the attached plate, with the original catalogue number maintained.  As many of the varieties are 
based on the Union Bugs found on these pin backs, a separate page showing all of the known 
Union Bugs for each type and variety is also provided. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
R1 37.5 MM, Black Print on White Celluloid. 
  
 OBV:    NO / SALES TAX <second line appears on boot in door> //, 
 EDGE:  NO SALES TAX LEAGUE, 2515 10th Ave., Milwaukee, Oregon  
   <Union Bug #1> //, 
 REV:  <Flat Blank Silver reverse, straight pin>  //. 
 
1968 - 1969.  Unknown Manufacturer.  Unknown Quantity Minted.  Common 
 
This would be considered the most common of all of the Oregon Anti Sales Tax issues, and can usually be found in 
very nice condition in the range of $3 - $6 each.  There are no known varieties of this type.  Jerry Schimmel 
discovered a large hoard of these as was reported in the ATTS Newsletter Issue #6 of January-February, 1972.  Most 
early collectors obtained an example from that hoard.  This is the only Oregon piece that was listed in Chits, 
Chiselers, and Funny Money by Michael G. Pfefferkorn and Jerry F. Schimmel. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
R2A 36 MM, Red Print on White Celluloid.  Lettering is reverse White on red background of a 
  stop sign shaped octagon.  
  
 OBV:  STOP / SALES / TAX //, 
 EDGE:   <In Red Print - Union Bug #2> PAID FOR BY COST, 438   
   NORTHWOOD RD., NORTH BEND, ORE.  97459 //, 
 REV:  <Flat Blank Silver reverse, straight pin> //. 
 
1982.  Unknown Manufacturer.  Unknown Quantity Minted   Scarce 
 
A horizontal measurement of the edge lettering is 32 MM, and is in much smaller print than that 
found on R2B.  Additionally, a comma is found after COST on the edge inscription. 
 
The easiest of the three varieties to locate.  Easy to find in nice condition.  Generally sells in the $6  - $8 range, 
although higher prices have been paid.  First reported in the ATTS Newsletter #42, April- June, 1983 by Tim 
Davenport.  Although the R2 has been reported as a type as above, it has never been listed with varieties. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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R2B A completely different Union Bug #3 found on edge.  The union bug is found at the end 
of the edge inscription instead of at the beginning.  Additionally, if the edge inscription is 
measured horizontally it is 35 MM. instead of the 32 MM. found on R2A and is in much larger 
script than that found on the R2A, and there is a period after COST instead of a comma. Scarce 
           
Only slightly more difficult to find than the R2A, and sells in the same price range.  This is the first report of this 
variety. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
R2C 37 MM instead of 36 MM.  While R2A and R2B have a slightly convex shape to the top 
of the button, the R2C is much flatter on top.  This may be difficult to distinguish without a side 
by side comparison.  THE EDGE has Union Bug #4 - and NO edge lettering.  An additional 
indicator of this variety is by measuring the width of the stop sign.  On this variety it is 32.5 MM 
across, while on the R2A and R2B it is only 31 MM across.   Very Scarce 
 
This variety is more difficult to find, but as few people have noticed this difference there has been no increases in 
price for this tougher issue.  This is the first report of this variety. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
R3 37.3 MM, White Print on Red Celluloid. 
  
 OBV:  STOP / SALES / TAX <Union Bug #4> //, 
 EDGE:  <Blank> //, 
 REV:  <Concave Blank Silver reverse, clasp type pin> //. 
 
1982.  Unknown manufacturer.  Unknown Quantity Minted.   Very Rare 
 
Careful comparisons of the lettering found on this type to those of the above type indicates that the exact same 
lettering was used on this, as was used on the R2A and R2B.  However, the addition of the large union bug on the 
front would probably mean that a new screen was used to produce this lithograph.  This is one of the rarest of the 
Oregon pin backs, and is very seldom seen.  The two sales that have been recorded on this type were at $62 and $48.  
Keep in mind that a single hoard of a dozen of these would significantly depress that price.  Unless new discoveries 
of these are made, however, it is unlikely that most collectors will see any of these available as those known are all 
housed in long term collections.  This type was first reported by Tim Davenport in the ATTS Newsletter #51 Oct.-
Dec. 1985.  Unfortunately Tim did not have an actual example on hand, and the information that was reported was 
second hand.  This information was carried forward into United States Sales Tax Tokens and Stamps:  A History 
and Catalog by Merlin Malehorn and Tim Davenport (M&D) when it was printed in 1993.  A correction to the 
information in the M&D was made in the Catalogue Supplement Sheet #72 of 03/14/00 as was prompted in the 
report by John Ostendorf in the ATTS Newsletter #108, Jan.-Mar. 2000. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
R4 58.5 MM, Red Print on White Metal. 
 OBV:  STOP / SALES / TAX <Inside Stop sign shaped Octagon with additional  
   thin red line around this octagon> / <Union Bug #5> / YOUNG   
   DEMOCRATS OF OREGON 370-8200 //, 
 EDGE:  <Blank> //, 
 REV:  <Concave Blank Silver reverse, clasp type pin> //. 
 
1985.  Unknown manufacturer.  Unknown Quantity Minted.   Very Scarce 
 
Perhaps because of their larger size and the considerable areas of white background these are somewhat more 
difficult to find in Mint or Near Mint condition.  They are relatively available if you have the patience to wait and 
will accept a less than perfect example.  These seem to sell in the $12 - $15 range very consistently when they 
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become available.  There are no known varieties of this type.  First reported by Tim Davenport in the ATTS 
Newsletter #51, Oct.-Dec. 1985. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
R5A 64 MM, White Print on Red Metal. 
 OBV:  WE LOVE <Heart shaped outline> OREGON’S / NO / SALES / TAX /  
   <Union Bug #6> //, 
 EDGE:  <Blank> //, 
 REV:  <Concave Blank Silver reverse, clasp type pin> //. 
 
1985.  Unknown manufacturer.  Unknown Quantity Minted.   Very Scarce 
 
This was the variety that was reported and pictured in the M&D, so it is given the variety designation of 5A.  This 
type was first reported by Tim Davenport in the ATTS Newsletter #51, Oct.-Dec. 1985, although this is the first 
report of any varieties for this type.  Please note that although there are three known varieties both the R6 and R7 
might be confused with this type if only a casual glance is given.  The differences are listed below in detail, but it 
should be noted that there are a total of 5 pin backs that look “similar” .  This is the first report of any varieties. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
R5B Exactly the same as R5A except with Union Bug #3.  Scarce 
 
This is the easiest of the three varieties to locate.  Generally found in very nice condition, even though it is of a 
larger diameter.  Usually available at or near the $10 price.  This is the first report of a variety for this type. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
R5C Exactly the same as R5A except:   
 EDGE:  BOAST OREGON, 503-771-6641 // and; has Union Bug #7 Very Scarce 
          __________________ 
 
The toughest of the three varieties we have located.  Usually these are overlooked as most collectors were not aware 
of the different varieties, and most assumed that by having one they had them all.  It is likely that this variety will 
become a bit more desirable, and perhaps command a small premium, as it is more difficult to obtain.  This is the 
first report of a variety for this type. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
R6 55.5 MM, White Print on Red Metal. 
  
 OBV:  WE LOVE <Heart shaped outline> OREGON’S / NO / SALES / TAX /  
   <Union Bug #8> //, 
 EDGE:  <Blank> //, 
 REV:  <Concave Blank Silver reverse, clasp type pin> //. 
 
1985.  Unknown manufacturer.  Unknown Quantity Minted.   Very Rare 
 
At first glance most collectors would probably place this as another variety of R5.  However, not 
only does the diameter differ considerably, but the lettering is altogether different as well.  Note 
that the lettering on this type is significantly thinner than that found on any of the R5 varieties. 
 
Although the author’s have only located two examples thus far, it is assumed that some collector’s may have this pin 
back as an R5 type, and have thus lowered the rarity rating accordingly.  It is considerably more difficult to find than 
any of the R5 varieties.  No sales records are available, so this one is still hard to place a value on.  We would guess 
that $20 - $25 is a fair price at this time.  This is the first report of this Type. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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R7 55.5 MM, White Print on Red Metal. 
  
 OBV:  WE LOVE <Solid Heart> OREGON’S / NO / SALES / TAX /   
   <Union Bug #9> //, 
 EDGE:  <Blank> //, 
 REV:  <Concave Blank Silver reverse, clasp type pin> //. 
 
1985.  Unknown manufacturer.  Unknown Quantity Minted.  Presently Unique 
 
As was noted above on the R6, this might first be mistaken for a variety of R5, however, the 
dimensions are considerably different, and the print type is also different from any other pin 
back.  The lettering on this type has serifs throughout.  Additionally this is the only example with 
a solid heart instead of a heart outline. 
 
This item was discovered on eBay and closed at $58.07 on 5 October 05 with the author, Monte C. Dean as the 
winning bidder.  To date this is the only example discovered and the seller claims not to have any more available for 
sale.  This is the first report for this type. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
R8 36 MM, White Print on Black Metal. 
  
 OBV:  NO ! / SALES / TAX / Oregon Council for / New Politics //, 
 EDGE:  <Each of the following divisions are in black print on a white rectangle on 
    a black background>:  *  E. HORN PHILA. PA. 19126* <Union 

 Bug #10> *BOX 1016* PORTLAND 97207 //, 
 REV:  <Blank silver reverse, straight pin> //. 
 
1985.  Unknown manufacturer.  Unknown Quantity Minted   Extremely Rare 
 
Another recently discovered type, with only two known to date, and again, from a single source that has no other 
examples available.  In both cases the selling price exceeded $50, and the authors considered this to be a fair price.  
Since no other examples have yet surfaced since the initial discovery, it is doubtful many more of these are out 
there.  This type was first reported by the author, John Ostendorf, in the ATTS Newsletter #108, Jan.-Mar. 2000. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
R9 31.5 MM, White Print on Pinkinsh-Red Metal. 
  
 OBV:  NO / SALES / TAX / <Union Bug #1> //, 
 EDGE:  <Union Bug on OBV. slightly overlaps edge> //, 
 REV:  <Union Bug #10 embossed on silver metal, straight pin > //. 
 
1985.  Unknown manufacturer.  Unknown Quantity Minted   Extremely Rare 
 
Only recently discovered, and only two known to date.  These two known examples sold at $45 and $55, and unless 
more are found this can probably be considered an excellent price.  Both came from a single source, which is now 
exhausted of more examples, and both were in mint condition.  This is the first report for this type. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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R10 58.8 MM, White and Red Print on Black Metal. 
  
 OBV:    SALES TAX / <Picture of cash register with Omega sign in red   
   superimposed over this picture> / BUSTERS //, 
 EDGE:   <Blank> //, 
 REV:  <Blank concave silver reverse, clasp type pin> //. 
 
1985.  Unknown manufacturer.  Unknown Quantity Minted   Extremely Rare 
 
There are only two known examples which originated from the same source as the above three types, and that source 
reliably claims to have no further examples.  Although this type does not indicate Oregon as the place of issue, it is 
likely given the source of purchase that these are indeed for Oregon.  Also as with the previous two types, the 
estimate of value is hard to establish unless more of them become available.  The author (M. Dean) paid $65 for this, 
and again, considered this to be a decent price.  This is the first report for this type. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
R11 78.5 MM, White and Red Print on Black Metal. 
  
 OBV:    SALES TAX / <Picture of cash register with Omega sign in red   
   superimposed over this picture> / BUSTERS //, 
 EDGE:   <Blank> //, 
 REV:  <Blank concave silver reverse, clasp type pin> //. 
 
1985.  Unknown manufacturer.  Unknown Quantity Minted   Presently Unique 
 
This type is exactly the same as the type R10, except that it is considerably larger.  The author (J. Ostendorf) paid 
over $60 for the one known example, and unless more are discovered, this must be considered a very good value.  
As has been true for every example of all of the types R7 to R11 the one known example of this pin back came from 
a single source.  This is the first report for this type. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The authors wish to emphasize that all of their own examples of the rarest of these pin backs, R3, 
R7, R8, R9, R10 and R11 all came from a single source.  Our justification in identifying the R9 
as being from Oregon should be fairly obvious as it both relates directly to known Oregon issues, 
and shares a common union bug with other issues known to be from Oregon.  The basis for 
including the types R10 and R11 as being from Oregon, however, relies completely on the 
source of their acquisition, rather than from any statement or indication on the pin backs 
themselves.   
 
Likewise, we wish to underscore that the date of 1985 that has been listed for types R7, R8, R9, 
R10 and R11 are our best guesses only.  At this time we do not have any substantiating evidence 
that indicates when these pin backs might have been issued, and have thus used the date of the 
last verified issues for Oregon.  It is possible that these may have been issued for a later battle 
over sales taxes in Oregon, but until such time as evidence for that verification can be found the 
date of 1985 seems appropriate. 
 
Because of the minor difficulty in measuring pin back buttons because of the angle of the 
rounded edge it may not be uncommon for you to have a diameter that differs by as much as a 
MM. from those dimensions that are listed.  If you have something that is very close to the listed 
diameter’s but your measurement is slightly different, it is more likely due to the minor 
differences in the actual measuring of the pin backs edges rather than an indication of a new 
variety or sub-variety.  The author, Monte, used the method of inserting the pin back between the 
loosened teeth of the Caliper and letting the teeth widen to their maximum width while still 
maintaining contact on both sides.  It may be possible that slight deviations can occur, although 
the listed dimensions were done with as much precision as possible. 
 
The author’s have opted NOT to include the common R1 to R10 scale for these pin backs as it 
leads to the belief that the rarity listing is much more precise than we can reliability qualify.  
Instead, we have used the more variable verbal descriptions for rarity, which may not indicate 
such a precise division of known examples.  Although the R1 to R10 system may work well for 
collectibles with a longer established collecting history, such as Civil War tokens, we believe it 
is too precise a determination on newer collectibles which have not been explored in nearly as 
much depth. 
 
For those of you who wish to use the R1 to R10 system in comparison, a conversion of the verbal 
descriptions is here provided.   
 
R10 Presently Unique R5 Very Scarce 
R9 Extremely Rare R4 Scarce 
R8 Very Rare  R3 Common 
R7 Rare   R2 Very Common 
R6 Extremely Scarce R1 Extremely Common 
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Union Bug #1 on Edge of R1               Union Bug #1 on Bottom Front/Edge of R9 

                             
              Union Bug #2 on Edge of R2A                       Union Bug #3 on Edge of R2B 

               
       Union Bug #3 on Front of R5B                              Union Bug #4 on Edge of R2C 

       
                  Union Bug #4 on Front of R3                                 Union Bug #5 on Front of R4 

                                   
             Union Bug #6 on Front of R5A                          Union Bug #7 on Front of R5C 

                    
                   Union Bug #8 on Front of R6                                  Union Bug #9 on Front of R7 

                                                         
                Union Bug #10 on Edge of R8                                  Union Bug #10 on Back of R9   
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By Ralph Harnishfeger R-222 (rharnish@lhup.edu)    

 
Sales tax token sales have slowed somewhat since the last report.  I did not print out many of 
the biweekly eBay listings and my memory tells me nothing of great rarity was sold for much of 
the period. 

 
 
Perhaps of greatest interest was the recent sale of an unlisted Morgantown West Virginia paper 
token (pictured above).  This described as similar to the Clarksburg, WV private issue, L20 in 
the catalog.  Twelve bids were recorded with the winner bidding $129.50 with a September 22 
end date.  
 
Another Rushville, Illinois Retail Merchants token sold September 23rd. for $23.49.  This price 
was considerably lower than the two reported sold in the last report.  Scarce tax tokens seem to 
have a relatively thin market. 
 
A Rossville, IL, Catalog L89, Rarity 5 sold September 25 for $16.49 and received 7 bids. 
 
A lot of 200+ Washington Sales tax tokens sold for $8.31 with 5 bids on September 17th. 
A similar lot described as a “state tax tokens mixed lot of 32 all nice sell cheap” brought $8.10 
with 6 bids. 
 
A Monmouth, IL, L65, Rarity 5 token brought $7.10 with 3 bids. 
 
A snakeskin purse made of Missouri sales tax tokens, red and green failed to attract a bid at the 
$5 opener.  Postage was $4 and may have been a deterrent for a prospective bidder. 
 
A very large number of common tokens and groupings of common tokens failed to attract any 
bids.  The prices above continue to suggest a strong demand for the higher rarity tax tokens 
with demand rapidly diminishing for lower rarity pieces. 
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Online Discussion By Jim Calvert (R-533), Monte Dean (R-384), James Bird (R-539), Lawrence 

LeBel (R-598) and Loran Frazier (R-550) September 2005 online discussion 
 

Came across a tin for the collection of Ohio 
sales tax stamps and have never seen one 
before. This tin measures 5 ¾ inches in 
diameter. And 6 ¾ inches tall. It was 
produced for the Humanitarian Project by The 
Ohio State Grotto Association. The map on 
the back has numerous towns identified with 
both English and Viking names.  My 
questions are was there some sort of rebate 
program set up for non-profit groups and who 
was this group? 
Jim Calvert 
 
Hi Jim, and all, Yes, it was very common for 
groups, especially those related to a specific 
church backed organization, to collect the 
Ohio customer receipts and turn them in for 
the money that the state gave back to them 
for that purpose.  It was Ohio©s contention 
that if the consumer receipts had some value 
and could be donated to a group then it was 
much more likely that consumers would ask 
for, or demand, their receipts and therefore 
keep vendor©s who might think of 
"cheating" the system to make sure they did 
indeed give out those receipts. 

SIDE VIEW OF TIN 
If the vendor knew that customer©s expected their receipts it was much more difficult for them to 
make a tax collection and keep the tax, or to make the sale a non-tax sale.  This system did 
work very well, as the majority of the population did expect their receipts back.  Richard 
Johnson went into some detail on how this program worked, and he may make a comment to 
validate some of what I am giving you, which is only from memory, not from any 
particular source in front of me. As to the particulars of the group you have asked about, I am 
afraid I know nothing of them.  It is most likely that a little Google digging would help in that 
respect. 
Monte 
 
A great find and a historical item for Ohio sales tax history. I forgot about these & other similar 
containers. Many stores had containers on the counter near the register; a lot of them were 
made from gallon container with simple signs written on it front for their favorite group.  Some 
were also open top gallon glass jars with pasted signs on them. The state allowed for Schools & 
non-profit groups to cash in the used receipts.  In school we counted them & put them in 
bundles of 100, per denomination.  They received 3 cents on the dollar at first, then later they 
only gave 2 cents on the dollar. I have still one of the original submission sheets with all the 
instruction how to do it. I have a few church collection envelopes, the same size as their regular 
collection envelopes. Marked for sales tax stamps to be dropped in the collection basket. 
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I know of one case that a high schooler (17 years old) collected them and sent them in himself. 
They must not of took the time to check out who he was. A friend of mine still relates his first job 
was to sweep up the stamps ever afternoon, the people did not want them & thru them on the 
floor. It was hard to see any bare spot of the floor. It became dangerous to walk. Outside of the 
department stores the same thing hard to see any of the cement.  Only here there was little old 
ladies picking them up & putting them in their shopping bags.  The grotto was big in the forties. I 
believe it was part of Antioch will check this out to be sure. More later. 
James 
 
This is exactly the kind of first had knowledge that really relates directly to the history of these 
stamps.  I really appreciate your input, and have copied that last message that you sent to be 
sure and remember your comments. 
Monte 
 
Oops. I gave out some information I no longer believe is true about the collection tin. I stated 
that the back has a map with the towns spelled both in English and Viking. The spelling is 
probably not Viking but I still do not know what language it is. After James and Monte both gave 
me great information and research leads I have discovered that the parent origination of this 
group is The Mystic Order of Veiled Prophets of the Enchanted Realm. This group is made up of 
Master Masons but claims no other connection with Masonry.  Sorry for the misinformation but it 
shows the importance of an organization like ours. 
Jim 

 
 
 
The ©Mystic Order of Veiled Prophets of the 
Enchanted Realm© is the full name of a 
Masonic group commonly called the ©Grotto©.  
I don©t want to belittle it, but I get the feeling 
that it©s more of a social club than most 
Masonic bodies; however, they do have a 
philanthropic side, as well.  The organization 
isn©t permitted in all 50 states, where as other 
Masonic bodies usually are (I©m in Colorado, 
and our jurisdiction doesn©t permit the Grotto, 
for some reason).  Interesting find! 
Loran 
East Denver Lodge #160 AF&AM 
 
 
While there may be mirth for members of the 
grotto i.e. to lift up their hearts with 
cheerfulness rather than being world weary... 
 

FRONT VIEW OF TIN 
 
The GROTTO as a great fraternal Order, with an even greater charitable program which has 
earned the cognomen of "The World©s Greatest Philanthropy" is certainly a GROTTO on the 
forward march. The organization, which started as a fun Order in 1892 and founded its 
humanitarian project in June 1949, is now on its way to bigger and better things. The GROTTO 
has proven that it has the power to survive and the spirit to grow. 
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At its Supreme Council Annual Session in 
June 1949 held in Long Beach, California, the 
Supreme Council adopted as its national 
objective the cause of Cerebral Palsy and, as 
of this day, has supported the research for 
this dread disease. 
 
In adopting the Cerebral Palsy Program, the 
Supreme Council, Mystic Order of Veiled 
Prophets of the Enchanted Realm, has taken 
its place among organizations with worthwhile 
objectives, justifying their existence. 
 
A GREAT CAUSE: DENTAL CARE FOR THE 
HANDICAPPED Dental care for the 
handicapped children is the answer to a long-
standing medical need. By virtue of their 
handicaps many children cannot receive 
traditional dental service because they are 
unable to sit for long periods of time. 
 

BACK VIEW OF TIN 
 
The new program by the Grottoes of The World to furnish direct and immediate dental service to 
Cerebral Palsied and handicapped children is recognized throughout the Realm as a much-
needed service to humanity. 
 
This Dentistry for the Handicapped Program was adopted in 1970 by the GROTTOES as its 
second humanitarian project. Helping the physically handicapped children in need of dental care 
is a great challenge the Grottoes of The World has accepted. Our membership has diligently 
labored to provide the necessary funds toward improvement in the oral health status of these 
special children. For reasons beyond their control they are too often excluded from the 
mainstream of dental care. 
 
The Grottoes of The World offer this service to the handicapped...those afflicted with Cerebral 
Palsy, Muscular Dystrophy and Mental Retardation. This service is rendered free of charge to 
any child who is I8 years of age or under, regardless of race, color or creed. The only 
prerequisite is that the child must be sponsored by a local Grotto. 
 
The Grottoes of The World can and do render this service in any community where the dentist is 
capable of caring for the physically handicapped patient. 
Lawrence 
 
I actually can©t believe that was as interesting as it was.  When you first started talking about 
that group I thought it was a fantasy.  You certainly proved me wrong.  Excellent information 
Monte 
 
If you want to know more about this group go the web Antioch Dayton Ohio than click the Ohio 
Grotto Associations or type Ohio Grottoes. 
http://www.scgrotto.com/text%20documents/ohgrotto.html 
James 
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WANTED:  Your classified ad.  Each member is entitled to a free ad in each 
issue.  Your ad can be run in more than one issue if you let the editor know.  The 
editor reserves the right to hold and publish ads in future issues if space 
limitations prove to be an issue.  New ads will receive first priority over continuing 
ads.  

 
United States Sales Tax Tokens and Stamps:  A History and Catalog, M.K. Malehorn and T. 
Davenport, $39.95 (member price) +$3.50 Postage and Handling, from Turtle Hill Book Co., 
P.O. Box 265, Bryantown, MD 20617.  Non-member price $49.95 + Postage and Handling. 
 
ATTS Token Giveaway - tokens donated by Jerry Schimmel (A huge thank you to Jerry for his 
support of the ATTS).  Requests will be honored in the order they are received via postal mail 
only.  The tokens will be given out until they are all gone.  
 

·  What we have available:  Each member is entitled to request one Miscellaneous O22 
token, these are uncirculated.  We also have Missouri O19A or O19B.  Please be sure to 
request the sub-variety desired or the Editor will make the choice for you. 

 
·  How to get them:  Print your name, membership number, and the token requested on 

your correspondence.  Include a self addressed stamped envelope for the return of the 
tokens.  Requests made without a self addressed stamped envelope will not be honored.  
Mail all requests to:  ATTS Giveaway, P.O. Box 14514, Lenexa, KS 66285. 

 
ATTS Catalog Supplement Pages:  There are currently 96 supplement pages, 20 are printed 
both sides, the balance are single sided.  There are also 3 color pages.  A complete set is 
available for $13.00 ppd, just the black and white for $10.00 ppd and the color sheets for $3.50 
ppd.  If you wish to order a set please contact Carl Cochrane, Secretary/Treasurer. 
 
Collector wishes to purchase dog licenses or tokens from Pennsylvania, Ohio and Illinois.  I 
have some tax tokens to trade.  R. Harnishfeger, 60 Thompson Lane, Mill Hall, PA 17751 or e-
mail rharnish@lhup.edu  
 
Looking to buy Illinois Provisionals and transportation tokens.  Please e-mail list to Les 
McCalip at Les_McCalip@hotmail.com 
 
Herrin Sales Tax Token Article Wanted from ATTS Newsletter #70.  Please send to Leo 
Schiltz (R-574) Crestview Lane, Dyer, IN 46311 
 
Collector needs the following Illinois provisionals; L3 Astoria, L19 Casey, L36 DePue, L38 
El Paso, L52 Ladd, L56 Livingston, L85 Redbud, L104 Witt and L106 Wyoming.  Larry Warner 
(R-203) 777 E. Harrison, 2nd Floor, Brownsville, TX 78520 larry@larrywarner.com  
 
Will Trade strictly uncirculated TX R4 Franklin Spears for your R1 Jim Barlow or R2 Jake 
Johnson, or M1 Bill Brigham or M2 Dean Johnston or M3 Charlotte Keats.  Larry Warner (R-
203) 777 E. Harrison, 2nd Floor, Brownsville, TX 78520 larry@larrywarner.com  
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Collector needs IL Metal Provisionals to complete collection – Moline (L62A, L63Ac, L63Bb, 
L63Bc) and Rock Island (L88Ab, L88Ba). Also need most IL paper issues, indicate condition 
and asking price. Dan Thannen, 309 Kenyon Drive, Springfield, IL 62704 or e-mail 
donthannen@aol.com  
 
Ohio Tax Stamps Wanted:  Will buy or trade for the following Ohio tax stamps: S28, S99, 
S112, S115, S123, S130b, S140, S141, S164, S165, S168, S175, S188, S190, S192, S234, 
S242, S243, S245. Have Civil War tokens or a confederate stamp? Columbian World Fair 
Items? E-mail jamesbird@earthlink.net or contact the editor to be put in touch via regular mail.  
 
Sales Tax Tokens Online: I would like to remind everyone that I still have thousands of sales 
tax tokens available on my website: www.geocities.com/whistlestopstudio check it out. I also 
have a copy of my want-list posted at the same site. Tom Holifield 
 
For Sale or Trade:  Arrowheads for MS, LA and AL tax tokens and militaria.  Contact Billy 
Ethridge 11956 Newton City Martin Rd, Collinsville, MS 39325-8930, Tel 601-986-2233 or e-
mail billywethridge@comcast.net for information or offers. 
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Taken from The Sikeston Herald, Sikeston, MO, Thursday May 5, 1938 



 19 
 
 

 

� �� � � 
 �� � 	 � � � � � �� �� � � 
 �� � 	 � � � � � �� �� � � 
 �� � 	 � � � � � �� �� � � 
 �� � 	 � � � � � � 				
June 1, 2005 - August 31, 2005 

 
 
Balance 6/1/05  $ 672.60 
 
Expenses (6/1-6/30)   
            Postage  1.85           
 
Income (6/1-6/30)           
 Dues & Donations        0.00 
 
Balance 6/30/05  $ 670.75 
 
Expenses (7/1-7/31)   
 Postage      3.09  
Income (7/1-7/31) 
 
   

 Dues & Donations  0.00 
  
Balance 7/31/05 $ 667.66 
 
Expenses (8/1-8/31)  
 Postage  7.15 
Newsletter  300.00 
  
Income (8/1-8/31)   
 Dues & Donations  34.00 
  
Balance 8/31/05 $ 394.51 
 

The balance for August covers the cost of the last newsletter.  As usual, this report does not 
include the cost of this newsletter because that cost can’t be known until after this statement is 
made.  Our finances are in good shape.  I will probably have to take some funds out of the 
savings account next quarter. 
 
DONATIONS:  Donations this year are $205.00.  Thanks to Marsha Bonham for her donation.  
All the donations are appreciated very much and help keep us from needing to raise the dues 
even with increased postal rates and coping costs. Life members, it is okay if you want to make 
a donation. ( 
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 June 1, 2005 — August 31, 2005 

 

NEW MEMBERS: Marsha Bonham, 
Lawrence LeBel, and Keith Pierce 
 
REINSTATEMENTS: L. Donald Koontz 

 
MEMBERSHIP (August 31) 123 
 
DROPS:  Charles Lipsky (deceased)
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The ATTS Newsletter is the official quarterly publication 
of the American Tax Token Society and it is mailed 
from Lenexa, Kansas, USA as a first class mailing.  The 
newsletter is published for its members.  Copies of the 
newsletter are available to schools, universities, 
museums and other educational or related 
organizations upon request.  The request must be 
made in writing on the organizational letterhead and 
signed by a legal representative of that organization. 
 
The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of 
the authors of each specific article.  Those opinions 
may not reflect the same opinions of the editor or other 
society officers. 
 
The society’s officers serve without compensation of 
any kind other than direct expenses incurred when 
conducting official society business. 
 
The American Tax Token Society is a not-for-profit, tax-
exempt, educational and research social club.  The 
ATTS conforms to IRS code 501(c)(3). 
 
Portions of the newsletter may be reprinted but credit to 
the society and/or the original author must be obtained 

in writing, however excerpts may be reprinted without 
permission.  Articles reprinted from sources outside of 
the ATTS must have permission from the original 
source. 
 
Articles, news, information and general education 
materials are always being sought for publication.  
Send your submissions to the editor.  If the article is 
from a source other than the submitter then please 
include all the information necessary so that the editor 
can obtain permission to reprint the article.  If we can’t 
get permission we can’t print the article!  No payment of 
any kind is given for any article submitted or published. 
 
Information about membership, address changes, dues 
and donations should be addressed to the club 
secretary-treasurer.  Membership dues are $10 (U.S. 
addresses only), $10 (U.S.) for Canadian addresses 
and $15 (U.S.) for the U.K. and Europe.  Write for 
additional rates depending on the country.  Lifetime 
membership dues are $160 (U.S. addresses only), 
$180 (U.S.) for Canadian addresses and $300 (U.S.) 
for U.K. and Europe.  The membership calendar year 
begins in January. 
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President/Awards 
John Ostendorf R-518 
523 Hiwasee Rd. 
Waxahachie, TX 75165 
johnoste@hpnc.com  

Editor/Librarian 
Robert W. Frye L-521 
PO Box 14514 
Lenexa, Kansas 66285 
bob@taxtoken.org 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Carl L. Cochrane L-238 
12 Pheasant Dr. 
Asheville, NC 28803 
clcochrane@prodigy.net 
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At-Large Position #1 
Jerry Schimmel F-3/H-7 

PO Box 40888 
San Francisco, CA 94140 
Jschim40@earthlink.net  

At-Large Position #2 
Tim Davenport L-232/H-9 

5010 NW Shasta 
Corvallis, OR 97330 
mutantpop@aol.com  
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Tim White (L-392) Last Known Address Rocky Face, Georgia. 
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Official Quarterly Publication of 

The American Tax Token Society 
Robert Frye, Editor; P. O. Box 14514 
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